
“Preparation is key”

Lightly sand your surface to create a 
smooth & absorbent canvas.

Always allow the coat to fully dry before 
applying the next. Two coats ensure a 
rich, smooth finish.

“Two Coats”

Apply in the same direction as the 
grain, then backward against it. This 

allows the stain to soak into the wood 
and the coloring will look natural

“Go with the Grain”
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La preparacion es clave

Dos abrigos

Ir con el grano

Pro Tips: PENETRATING 
WOOD STAIN

McCormick Paints’ 
Penetrating Alkyd 
Wood Stain is a tra-
ditional alkyd based 
stain for all interior 
wood surfaces. This 
stain penetrates the 

wood’s surface, creating vibrant colors that 
enhance the natural beauty of the wood.
Our stores are experts at matching existing 
wood stain colors. 

Project Checklist

Lint-free Rags
Limpios sin pelusas

Guantes protectores
Protective Gloves

Papel de lija
Sandpaper

Brocha de cerda de alta calidad

High-quality bristle brush

McPolythane (Polyurethane)
Poliuretano

Sellador de lijado
Sanding Sealer

WOOD FINISHES
OUR 16 MOST POPULAR 
INTERIOR STAIN COLORS
PLUS PRO TIPS 



Natural Golden Oak Classic Gray Weathered Gray

Natural Walnut Gunstock Chestnut Mahogany

Butterscotch Cherry Cabernet Sedona Red

Rosewood Spanish Oak Espresso Carbon Black

Note: Colors shown on red oak and will vary depending on wood species and appli-
cation method. Please note the color samples above are printed and can vary from 
the finished stain product. We recommend applying a sample in an inconspicuous 
area to ensure desired color is achieved. 

Interior Wood 
Finishes

Our color expertise doesn’t 
stop at your walls. We’ve 
hand picked our 16 most 
popular interior wood stain 
colors  to give you greater 
ease in your wood surface 
color choice. 

From light tones and trendy 
grays to deep browns, 
reds, and blacks, our stains 
match your design style. Our 
interior wood stain chart 
is easy to work with and 
represents the top trending 
stain colors. 

When your color choice isn’t 
plain, choose McCormick 
Paints’ Interior Wood Stain.


